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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EAIR, SA 

SUBJECT: CIVIL AIR BILATERALS 

IN MEETING MARCH 19 WITH MIN FOREIGN AFFAIRS SAUD, I 
NOTED THAT BILATERAL CIVIL AIR NEGOTIATIONS WOULD BE 
RESUMING NEXT DAY AND THAT PROSPECTS WERE UNCERTAIN FOR 
SUCCESSFUL CONCLUSION. I SAID THAT OUR LACK OF AGREEMENT 
WAS UNFORTUNATELY LEAVING SIGNIFICANT U.S.-SAUDI TRAFFIC 
TO BE CARRIED BY OTHER FLAG AIRLINES, WHICH WAS NOT TO 
THE ADVANTAE OF EITHER OF US. I ADDED THAT USG HOPES 
SAG WILL BE ABLE TO DEVELOP MORE FLEXIBLE POSITION. 

SAUD SAID HE HAD HEARD THAT THERE WAS A PROBLEM WITH THE 
NEGOTIATIONS AND AGREED THAT STALEMATE WAS NOT USEFUL. 

HE ASKED ME WHICH SAUDIS WERE INVOLVED IN THE NEGOTIATIONS 
AND PROMISED TO LOOK INTO THE MATTER. 

WILEY 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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